Frequently Asked Questions

Twenty questions about the A259 Comet Corner project
1.

Why are we doing the work?

Middleton residents using the junction consider it to be unsafe and long queues to exit
the junction have led to various traffic incidents.
There have been a number of serious flooding and surface water problems in recent
years due to outdated drainage systems.

2.

What work has to be done?

The highway works will involve installing a slowing down lane for Westbound traffic,
removing vegetation to improve the lines of sight and widening the crossing point to
allow an improved safe are for cyclists and pedestrians.
The drainage works involve clearing and excavating existing ditches, establishing new
ditches, upgrading and diverting existing drainage pipes, new headwalls and flow
valves.

3.

Who is responsible for the work?

West Sussex County Council’s term contractor Balfour Beatty Living Places will be
responsible for the works.

4.

Will any roads have to be closed during the works?

Yes, Worms lane section will be closed for around two weeks to improve the bend,
excavate some drainage ditches and repair the surface. This will reopen and then the
Northern end of Yapton Road will be closed with traffic diverted along Worms Lane for
around 6 weeks.

5.

Will access to properties still be available during the closures?

Access to all properties will remain available, albeit from one approach only.

6.

What time of day will the works take place?

Normal working hours of 8am to 5pm will be observed with a night or two of working
to lay the surfaces along the A259 during early March 2017.

7.

Will any diversions be put in place, and if so, where will they be?

A fully signed diversion route will be set up around Worms Lane for around two weeks
and then and along Worms Lane for 6 weeks.

8.
Will access for non-motorised road users be maintained (eg.
pedestrians) during the closures?
Yes, alternative crossing points and footway will be made available for pedestrians
during the works.

9.

Will any other roads have to be shut during the works?

No.

10.

When will the works start?

Works are anticipated to start on 9th January 2017

11.

When will the works be completed?

Works are expected to be complete by the middle of March 2017.

12.

How much will it cost?

The works will cost in total in the region of £550,000

13.

Who is paying for it?

West Sussex County Council is providing the funding for the drainage works and the
rest will be funded from a contribution from the Blakes Mead developer.

14. What disruption can motorists expect during the refurbishment
works?
Little or no disruption is expected for users of the A259, however motorists using the
southern Yapton Road junction may experience longer queues exiting the junction
during the road closures.

15.

What advice can you give motorists at this time?

Where possible allow a little more time for your journey if using the diversion.

16. When the roads are closed will there be any flexibility to allow
access to certain vehicles?
No with the exception of residents of Comet Cottage and Brambles, due to safety
issues, no vehicles will be allowed to access the closed off areas.

17.

Will this affect my bus journey?

This not expected, however, we will be working with all bus operators to understand
the impact the works will have on their timetables.

18.

Will emergency services be affected by this work?

Through our consultation process with stakeholders we will be working with all
emergency services to ensure the works has minimal impact on their operations.

19.

What else is being done to alleviate traffic jams?

The County Council is liaising with local residents to make them aware of the works
well in advance of the start date.
The County Council will erect variable message signs in advance of the works to notify
the public and warn them to expect delays or seek alternative routes.

20.

Why have you chosen to do this work at this time of year?

There is never a good time to undertake work of this nature, and many factors have
been considered with regards to the timing.
To carry out works on the public highway the contractor must get permission from the
highway authority to occupy the affected roads. This has to be scheduled so it does
not clash with other County Council works (such as surfacing works), or other works
carried out by the utility companies. Because the work at Comet Corner can only be
carried out by specialist contractor(s), it also has to be timed according to their
availability.

